
PATHS TO THE FUTURE
TWIN CITY to 
TWIN CONTINENT

Connecting Europe and Asia



A NEW CONNECTION
BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA

Strongly linked to the TEN network: the Twin City region becomes the logistics hub of the future

Baltic-Adriatic corridor

OrientïEastern Mediterranean Corridor

Rhine-Danube corridor
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EUROPE AND ASIA: 
THE FLOWS OF GOODS GROW

ÅEconomic performances of the European Union and Asia will grow strongly

ÅAmong the EU's trading partners, China was the largest partner for EU imports

of goods (19%), and the third largest partner for EU exports of goods (9%) in the 

last decade

ÅThe total amount of transportable goods between Europe and Asia will rise to 

291 million tons by 2050.

ÅThe number of freight between China and Europe in 2020 exceeded 1 million 

TEUs. 

ÅIn 2018 - 200 freight trains and in 2019 ï511 and in 2020 ï728 freight trains were 

transported by ¥BB RailCargoGroup from Europe to Asia. 

Figures 2019

Source: WTO & EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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Faster transport times
(Route Chengdu ïCentral Europe)

Ship + Truck: 35 Days

Railway: 10 Days

THERE IS A NEED TO PROMOTE RAIL FREIGHT BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA

Shorter transport routes
(Route Chengdu ïCentral Europe)

Ship + Truck: 16.200 km

Railway: 9.800 km
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EUROPE AND ASIA: 
THE FLOWS OF GOODS GROW

1 Freight train 

replaces up to

80 trucks

Environmentally friendly

transport

Å Reduction of CO2 emissions

Å Reduction of empty runs

Å Reduction of fine dust



EUROPE AND ASIA: 
COMPARISON OF TRANSPORT CONCEPTS

Sources: Eurostat, National Bureau of Statistics of China, Federal State Statistics Service of Russia
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UNITED NATIONS - SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATE: 
FULFILLING GREEN TARGETS 



POST COVID ðGREEN AGENDA & DIGITISATION
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Å GREEN NEW DEAL IN EU

Å Reduction of Green House Gases of 50% by 2030

Å Final target: Climate neutral in 2050

Å LOGISTICS 4.0 

Å Integration of logistic processes inside and outside production 

facilities or trading companies. Assembling on the road/rail.

Å INDUSTRY 4.0 

Å Trends based on the Internet of Things (IoT), which are also 

driving forward the digitization of production ïSmart Factories

Å PAYMENT 4.0 & ADMINISTRATION 4.0

Å Digital Contracts - Automatic payment & insurance systems

Å Automatic border & customs clearance

Å RAILWAY IS KEY TO REACH MUTUAL GREEN TARGETS

Sources: European European Commission ; World Bank
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TRANSANT ðPLATFORM CONCEPT: 
EFFICIENT AND SUSTAINABLE RAIL FREIGHT



Contact :

Alexander Andreas Schierhuber, MA, MSc (LSE)

Managing Director

alexander.schierhuber@breitspur.com

+43 664 610 59 64

Breitspur Planungsgesellschaft mbH

Opernring 9/7

1010 Vienna, Austria
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